


Building the youth prevention group.  
STAND 

Collaboration with Kiwanis 



• Reasons for a Tobacco Free Skate Park 

• Sample Policy 

• Petitions 

• Letter from Board of Health 

• Letter of Support from Kiwanis 



Toll of Tobacco on our Youth 
• Kids under 18 who try smoking for the first time each day 

3,500+ 
• Kids under 18 who become new regular, daily smokers each 

day – nearly 1,000 
• Kids 4-17 exposed to secondhand smoke 39.6% 
• Packs of cigarettes consumed by kids each year:  800 million 

($2 billion per year in sales revenue) 





Mediation begins 



Where we are now – putting together another presentation. 



 Iowa Code 142D: The Smokefree air act 

 142d.6 notice of nonsmoking 
requirements—posting of signs 

 Cities/counties with smokefree/tobacco 
free parks in iowa 

 Cost of litter cleanup in atlantic 

 Toll of Tobacco  

 



 
• Change Social Norms 
• Create a world where seeing people 

smoke or use other tobacco products 
is the exception, not the norm. 

• Restrict Access 
• Limit the Influence 
• Limit Media Exposure 
• Promote Comprehensive Education 
• Set the Example 

How can communities help keep teens 
and young adults tobacco-free? 



• Tobacco-Free Hospital Campus 

• JEL program (now STAND) 

• Tobacco-Free School Campus 

• Tobacco-Free YMCA campus 

• Tobacco-Free workplaces 

• Community Education 

• Student Education 

• Tobacco-Free Little League Field Grounds  

• Workplace Wellness -- Paint the Town Red 

 



• Make all parks in Atlantic entirely tobacco free or 
smoke free 

• Make all playground areas and skate park tobacco free 
or smokefree in addition to areas noted in Smokefree 
Air Act 

• Comply with current Smokefree Air Act requirements 
for posting and enforcing no-smoking signs in shelters 
and buildings of parks 



Karla Akers 

Community Tobacco Prevention Coordinator 

712-243-7443 

karla.akers@unitypoint.org 


